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What Los Angeles Bar Association is Doing* 


By Kemper CAMPBELL, President Los Angeles Bar Association 


Los Angeles Bar Association now has 
approximately 2200 members. At the Con- 
ference of Bar Association Delegates at 
Buffalo, it was stated by Secretary Herbert 
Harley that Los Angeles Bar Association 
is the most active organization of its kind 
in the United States. 

We are now conducting a campaign to 
increase the membership of Los Angeles 
Bar Association and the question is fre- 
quently asked of our committeemen by those 
invited to become members, “What is the 
Los Angeles Bar Association doing?” I 
have been requested to answer this ques- 
tion, not only for the benefit of those who 
are not affiliated with us but also for those 
who are now members and interested in its 
welfare and who desire to participate in 
its activities. 

I do not intend to indulge in the custom- 
ary platitudes with respect to “our duty 
to our profession.” It is my experience 
that there are but few lawyers who are not 
fully conscious of such duty. I have yet 
to find a member of the bar who will not 
admit a desire to be of real service in the 
administration of justice. The question I 
desire to discuss, and the question which 
is uppermost in the minds of many lawyers, 
is, “How can a member of the bar serve 
his profession and aid in the administration 
of justice by membership in a bar asso- 
ciation?” I shall not endeavor to discuss 
the functions of Los Angeles Bar Asso- 
ciation in the order of their importance, 
but as the topics happen to occur to me in 
dictating this article. 

In what I have to say I shall assume 
that every member of the bar is fully cog- 
nizant of the criticisms that have been 
leveled at our profession and that he real- 
izes that many of these criticisms are mer- 
ited. I shall assume also that each member 


of the bar realizes that the administration 
of justice in this country leaves much to 
be desired and that the laity looks to the 
legal profession for prompt and effective 
reform. 
CO-OPERATION OF BENCH 
AND BAR 

No substantial reforms are possibie with- 
out thorough cooperation between the law- 
yers and the judges. In this field alone, 
Las Angeles Bar Association has more than 
justified its existence. We all remember 
the time just a few years ago when there 
was a decided lack of harmony between 
those whom the accident of political fortune 
had placed upon the bench and those who, 
from the lack of it or by preference. re- 
mained at the bar. There was “high-hat- 
ting” on the one hand and acrimonious 
criticism on the other, which did not make 
for progress. Through the assistance of 
the Bar Association that condition has al- 
most entirely disappeared. Today we are 
gradually attaining a spirit of patience and 
of mutual helpfulness which will go a long 
way toward putting into effect reforms 
which, to the ordinary business man, would 
seem to be obviously demanded. For some 
time past we have had a “Bench and Bar 
Committee” consisting of five judges of 
the Superior Court and five officers and 
trustees of Los Angeles Bar Association. 
The Bench and Bar Committee meets at fre- 
quent intervals and with the utmost frank- 
ness discusses and considers proposed 
changes looking toward the betterment of 
judicial administration. To my mind it 
has been a marvelous accomplishment that 
we are able to speak our minds frankly 
and freely with each other without the pos- 
sibility of misunderstanding of motives, or 
sensitiveness to mutual criticism. Today 
I am delighted to be able to say that we 





*Epitor’s Note: This issue of the BuLietin is largely devoted to President Camp- 
bell’s excellent article. An energetic campaign for new members is now being conducted 
by our New Membership Committee; this special issue is designed to answer the oft- 
repeated query, “Why should I join the Bar Association?”, and to acquaint prospective 
new members with the full scope of our act ivities. At the same time, it will enable our 
members to appreciate more fully the work of the Association. We are deeply indebted to 
Mr. Campbell for the painstaking review of our activities. We know this special issue 


will be well worth while. 
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know of no judge on our bench who enter- 
tains the slightest resentment when con- 
structive suggestions are made by our As- 
sociation, but, on the contrary, there is 
evidenced a very cordial feeling of grati- 
tude for the help extended. Members of 
the bench and bar have at last realized that 
in order to meet a very proper public de- 
mand for a business-like administration of 
the courts, and for the reformation of the 
standards and practices of our profession, 
we must co-operate and co-operate thor- 
oughly, cordially and quickly. 

Many important changes are under dis- 
cussion by this bench and bar committee, 
and a number have already been inaugu- 
rated. One of the first was a change in the 
method of setting cases. Under the re- 
formed practice, cases at issue and noticed 
for setting are set and dates of trial posted 
prior to ten o'clock of the day noticed for 
setting. If there are no objections, orders 
are made accordingly. This plan effects 
a considerable saving of the court’s time 
as well as the time of lawyers. It is sim- 
ple, efficient and obviously practical—yet 
it required the joint efforts of the bench 
and the Bar Association to accomplish it. 

In some jurisdictions, cases are placed 
on the setting calendar by the clerk as soon 
as they are at issue, without the necessity 
of any motion for the purpose. It is argued 
for this method that it has the effect of 
stimulating members of the bar to prompt- 
ness in dispatching the business that has 
been entrusted to them. If a controversy 
results in the filing of a suit, as soon as 
it is at issue the next step should be taken 
without awaiting the formality of a notice 
of motion—one more_ delay in the process 
of justice. This is but one of the very many 
live questions that are now before us for 
solution. We invite comments and sug- 
gestions of members of the Association 
upon this, as well as upon all other pro- 
posed reforms. 


Another change in procedure which kas 
resulted in a great saving of time is that 
of placing formal orders upon the “clip” 
for signature by the presiding judge in- 
stead of waiting in the court room until 
all prior business has been dispatched. 

Another impor‘ >»t change brought about 
through joint ac.iou of the bench and bar 
has been the abandonment of the old meth- 
od of setting all cases that happen to be 
at issue, resulting at one time in a calendar 


extending fifteen months in the future. 
Prior to the summer vacation and at the 
instance of the bench and bar committee, 
the Judicial Council requested that our 
calendar be set not more than four months 
in advance in order that the greatest flex- 
ibility be preserved, and in order that the 
varying number of outside judges assigned 
to this county could be most fully utilized. 
It is now proposed to limit the setting of 
cases to sixty days in advance. This will 
add to the flexibility of the calendar, furth- 
er increase the output, diminish the accum- 
ulated business, and will be more in accord 
with approved practices elsewhere through- 
out the United States. 

The Judicial Council is conducting an 
investigation of methods used in other juris- 
dictions, and it has been found that many im- 
provements are in vogue outside California 
which can well be adopted here. Some of 
these are now under consideration. For 
example, it is proposed that instead of six 
criminal departments, each taking two half 
days a week for the hearing of arraign- 
ments, pleas, applications for probation, 
motions, and such matters, these should 
be heard in the department of an assistant 
presiding judge assigned to one of the 
criminal departments. It is also proposed 
that all criminal cases be set in the first 
instance in the department of the assistant 
presiding judge and fed out from that de- 
partment daily to the other five criminal 
courts. There would be established, under 
this system, a bulletin board in the corridor, 
and by 4:00 o’clock of the afternoon prior 
to the day of trial the secretary of the 
court will have ascertained by telephone, 
or otherwise, what cases will be ready for 
trial and they will be transferred and posted 
accordingly. No doubt there will also be 
set a sufficient number of “trailing” cases 
so that in the event of an unexpected plea 
of guilty, or other interruption or postpone- 
ment of trial, all judges will be kept busy. 
Under this plan it will be noted that every 
trial judge will be able to begin work at 
the usual hour and continue without the 
accustomed interruptions incident to the 
transfer of cases and what not, thus saving 
not only the time of the judge but that of 
counsel, litigants, jurymen, and witnesses 
as well. In the matter of arraignments, 
pleas, demurrers, motions, probations, etc., 
instead of the aggregate of a maximum 
allowance of time for each of the six de- 
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partments there will be expended but the 
minimum amount of time in one depart- 
ment, which not only saves elapsed time 
but results in greater expidition in the dis- 
position of business. 

A similar proposal is under consideration 
with respect to all other departments of the 
court except those handling  speciaiized 
classes of work. It is proposed, for in- 
stance, that in the 20 civil departments 
which will be housed in the City Hall tower, 
all cases assigned to these departments shall 
be set in one of these departments only, 
the judge of this department also being 
designated for the purpose an assistant pre- 
siding judge. The.secretary of the court, 
it is suggested, will follow the same routine 
as that proposed for the criminal courts, 
to-wit, provide for transfer of cases noi 
assigned to respective departments and pust 
the same on a bulletin board by 4:00 o’clock 
of the day previous to trial, leaving in the 
department of the assistant presiding judge 
other cases not so transferred. It is esti- 
mated that this practice will save in the 
aggregate (morning and afternoon) one- 
half hour of time in each department. It 
is expected that we shall have 48 depart- 
ments of the Superior Court in operation. 
The above-described system will operate in 
approximately 40 of them, saving a total 
of twenty hours’ court time per day, or 
the equivalent of four additional depart- 
ments. (In San Francisco, all civil jury 
cases are assigned to one department and 
all jurors report to the one department. 
The cases are sent out from that depart- 
ment to the others, resulting in a consider- 
able saving of time.) 

The long delays incident to the trial of 
cases in Los Angeles county is 2 public 
disgrace. I had considerable to do with 
the securing of 10 additional judges for 
Los Angeles County. I ascertained that 
the authorities at Sacramento are very will- 


ing to do everything in their power to re-. 


lieve the deplorable condition of our courts 
but if we expect further aid we must first 
exhaust every possible and _ reasonable 
means of increasing the efficiency of ad- 
ministration. We must study methods that 
have been tried and found efficacious else- 
where and we must utilize the modern, up- 
to-date methods that are already availabie. 
It is such work as this that Los Angeles 
Bar Association is now doing and to which 
members of the Association may actively 


contribute by their counsel and co-oper- 
ation. 


ORGANIZATION—STATE BAR AND 
LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS 
May I pause to make one or two sug- 
gestions with respect to the matter of or- 
ganization ? 
Those of you who are inquiring what 
Los Angeles Bar Association is doing will 
please answer me this question. By what 
other means can we hope to bring about 
any reform, by what other instrumental- 
ity can we expect to raise the standards 
of our profession, and througn what other 
mechanism can we act to influence the 
courts, the legislature and the executive 
officers of this state to aid us in initiating 
and carrying out the changes which are 
demanded? There must be an organization 
of the lawyers in each county through 
which the bar can authoritatively speak. 
Otherwise there is no hope of bettering 
conditions. 


The State Bar Act, it is true, provides 
for a state-wide organization but it will re- 
quire both state and county organizations 
to accomplish the desired results, just as 
and for the same reasons that we require 
both state and local governmental systems. 
The State Bar will speak for the entire 
bar of California in matters requiring legis- 
lation of state-wide significance. But there 
are many local problems like those adverted 
to with respect to the trial of causes which 
can only be adequately solved through the 
medium of local organizations. As will be 
seen by the folowing enumeration of activ- 
ities of Los Angeles Bar Association, a 
local organization is essential. Reforms can- 
not be accomplished merely by the ipse 
dixit of those temporarily holding bar asso- 
ciation offices. Substantially the entire bar 
must be united upon them. These proposals 
must be argued and considered by the law- 
yers themselves through the medium of 
organized groups in their own neighbot- 
hoods. And the converse is likewise true. 
Proposals must originate somewhere. They 
usually emanate from thoughtful members 
of local bar associations. The ordinary 
course of such a proposal is that it is first 
laid before an appropriate committee of a 
local association. After due consideration, 
and in matured form, it comes ‘to the 
board of trustees of the association and 
is referred to the entire body for action. 











Page 8 





THE BAR ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 





With the backing of the local association 
it is transmitted to other local associations 
and finally to the state body, the Judicial 
Council, or to the legislature. So it is that 
the local committees of local associations 
are the vitalizing forces without which 
neither state nor county bar organization 
would be effective. 


DEMOCRACY IN BAR ASSOCIATION 
ACTIVITIES 


Did you ever stop to consider the fact 
that practically all of the executives in all 
of the great industrial and business enter- 
prises in America are lawyers? In govern- 
mental agencies of consequence a great 
majority are lawyers. In aymost every 
church board, in governing bodies of char- 
itable institutions, in lodge organizations, 
in public improvement and community wel- 
fare groups, members of the bar will be 
found occupying the most important places 
—that is to say, positions calling for the 
exercise of mature judgment and a vast 
amount of self-sacrificing service. The 
community, to a great extent, depends upon 
lawyers. This dependence has made them 
skillful in organized effort and the very 
nature of their calling has made them 
willing and generous in the exercise of 
that skill. The result is that many members 
of local bar associations are anxious to 
participate in the active work of the asso- 
ciation. They are interested 11 ft and they 
feel equipped to do the work well. The 
failure to recognize this fact and this psy- 
chology is responsible for the lack of suc- 
cess of many local bar associations. If Los 
Angeles Bar Association is the most active 
in the United States, it is because there has 
been recognition here of the fact that al- 
most every member of the bar is not only 
able to make a valued contribution to the 
upbuilding of his profession and the ad- 
ministration of justice but he is very will- 
ing to do so. 

There should be rapid rotation in office 
so that equal opportunity will be given to 
all to engage in the work of the Association. 
In my judgment there is nothing more 
deadening to bar association endeavor than 
to retain the same officers and the same 
chairmen of committees year after year. 
There should be a succession of new blood 
and new enthusiasms. Ample training has 
been afforded through committee member- 
ships, meetings, conferences and current 
bar association literature. 


In Los Angeles Bar Association, in re- 
sponse to a circular sent out by me at the 
beginning of the year, there have been 600 
assignments to regularly constituted com- 
mittees of those who volunteered for active 
service and who pledged themselves to de- 
vote from one to several hours per week 
in the work of the Association. The as- 
sumption by the incorporated State Bar of 
the principal burdens of discipline will al- 
low the numerous committees and sections 
of the Association to function even more 
vigorously than at present. 


SECTION ON CRIMINAL LAW 
AND PROCEDURE 

“The Americans,” says Trader Horn, 
“are a moral people except where it comes 
to murder and so on.” 

There is at the present time keen public 
interest in the enforcement and administra- 
tion of the criminal law in this country. 
Members of the bar have little sympathy, 
however, with the hue and cry for indis- 
criminate and drastic punishments. The 
average lawyer approaches this great prob- 
lem with a more scientific spirit and with 
a more frank recognition of that play of 
ever-changing social forces which go to 
make up the sum of human existence. He 
recognizes the fact that the problem of 
crime in America cannot be solved by rule 
of thumb. He is able to point out the in- 
herent differences between our population 
and our conditions of life and those of 
people in other lands that set comparative 
statistics all awry and make them value- 
less. Sincere students of criminology are 
turning their minds now toward crime pre- 
vention and crime detection as problems 
of importance equal to or greater than that 
of drastic punishment. On the other hand, 
the recidivist is recognized as a defective, 
and for the protection of society and his 
own best good he is to be put permanently 
away. 

Our Section on Criminal Law is devoting 
to these and kindred problems earnest and 
studious consideration and debate. I ap- 
pointed on this section, public prosecutors, 
public defenders, those regularly engaged 
in the practice of criminal law and others 
who indicated a desire to participate in 
the work of the committee. There are ap- 
proximately 100 members and they have 
had a number of very valuable meetings. 
It is fully expected that a report will come 
from the deliberations of this section which 
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will deserve the attention of lawyers 
throughout the country. 

In addition to the broad field above 
adverted to, this section has undertaken a 
careful study of our entire Penal Code and 
the chapters have been parceled out to 
yarious members and sub-committees for 
specific reports and recommendations of 
amendments. This work is timely and will 
be of valuable aid to the legislature of 
California. 

COMMITTEE ON CIVIL 
PROCEDURE 


Chief Justice Taft has frequently ad- 
monished the American bar that our meth- 
ods of practice are archaic. It is at first 
blush a strange paradox that business men 
and men of large affairs, ordinarily con- 
servative by nature in governmental af- 
fairs, are the ones most insistent upon 
radical reforms in the administration of 
our courts. This insistence has reflected 
itself in the minds of leaders of the bar 
throughout the country so that today we 
are undoubtedly upon the threshhold of 
momentous changes. We retain, in sub- 
stance, the old English practice, whereas 
England discarded it over a half century 
ago and substituted in its stead simple and 
business-like methods. We are learning also 
from France, Germany, Denmark and 
Sweden. We have discovered that unless 
we reform and make more expeditious the 
dilatory practices of litigation, disputes will 
eventually be determined by lay boards and 
commissions. 

It is too much, however, to expect that 
a complete and adequate new system will 
be presented and promptly and universally 
accepted. Bar association groups must 
study this problem and disseminate inform- 
ation in each locality. There is such a wide- 
spread interest in procedural reform and so 
many members of our Association desired 
to participate in the deliberations upon the 
subject of procedure that I found it neces- 
sary to appoint a section, consisting of 82 
members. This section has under consider- 
ation the proposal for the regulation of 
procedure by rules of court as a first step 
toward the simplification of practice. It is 
expected that a definite resolution and 
recommendation will be presented to the 
Association in due course. This section also 
desires to make some contribution toward 
immediate progress and it has divided 
among its members the various chapters of 


the Code of Civil Procedure for intensive 
study, with a view to recommendations of 
amendments. 

LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Perhaps I have somewhat startled you 
by mentioning such a prosaic subject as a 
law library as next on the list of commit- 
tees. I do so to illustrate the fact that 
every one of our committees has a serious, 
practical and important field to cover. 
Books are the tools of lawyers. Good tools 
and a knowledge of the use of them make 
skillful and effective workmen. The judges 
will tell you that the legal profession suffers 
sadly from lack of use of the tools of the 
craft. One of the far-reaching problems 
of this committee is to devise some simple 
and practicable means to stimulate lawyers 
to a more general use of books by making 
access to them more convenient and 
economical. 60,000 laws and 65,000 de- 
cisions of courts of last resort in the United 
States within a period of five years and the 
unending flood of legal literature of other 
sorts have depressed and discouraged both 
bench and bar. It is no longer possible for 
the average lawyer to furnish shelfroom 
and meet the upkeep of even a “working 
library.” 

The American Law Institute is making 
an effort to stem the tide of law books. 
The institute desires the reaction of law- 
yers in every locality upon the output of 
its reporters. It is appropriate that the 
Law Library Committee perform this func- 
tion in behalf of our Association. The 
work of the Institute, however, will con- 
sume many years and in the meantime an 
acute problem is presented to every prac- 
ticing lawyer. Fortunately, ample provision 
has been made by the legislature to accom- 
plish an object to which our Law Library 
Committee is giving attention. The com- 
mittee is conducting a survey of our library 
to determine how its magnificent facilities 
can best be placed at the disposal of the 
entire bar of the country. I am informed 
that there is a considerable balance in the 
county treasury to the credit of the law 
library fund. Los Angeles County main- 
tains branch public libraries in various lo- 
calities, and public libraries are to be found 
in every city and town, maintained at pub- 
lic expense. After the survey of the Law 
Library Committee is completed, it is sin- 
cerely hoped that conditions will warrant 
a recommendation by this committee that 
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the large surplus now in a frozen fund 
may be vitalized and put to use by estab- 
lishing good, up-to-date, working law li- 
braries in every community having a requi- 
site number of lawyers. It is particularly 
important that a well-equipped branch li- 
brary be established in closer proximity to 
the offices of lawyers in Los Angeles city. 
There should be a considerable number of 
messengers for the delivery of books to 
those in need of them. An appropriate place 
for such a library would be a building 
centrally located, to be known as Los An- 
geles Bar Association Building. If ours 1s 
truly to be a learned profession we must 
at least see to it that law books become 
financially and physically accessible to law- 
yers. 
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

Of course every bar association has a 
committee on ethics, perhaps the most 
notable one in the country being “Commit- 
tee on Professional Ethics of the New York 
County Lawyers’ Association.” We are en- 
deavoring to encourage members of the bar 
when in doubt as to questions of conduct 
to request advice of our Committee on 
Ethics. A considerable number of inquiries 
are being received and in this manner most 
valuable aid is being extended to the pro- 
fession. In fact, we have an auxiliary Com- 
mittee on Ethics, consisting of 23 members, 
each of whom has been requested to pre- 
pare, for approval by the Ethics Committee, 
opinions upon practical questions of pro- 
fessional deportment. These opinions are 
being published in the BULLETIN. 

Several years experience in reviewing dis- 
ciplinary matters as a trustee and officer of 
Los Angeles Bar Association has convinced 
me that most derelictions of lawyers are 
the result of ignorance and carelessness. 
Many are surprised to learn, and in fact 
are reluctant to be convinced that acts with 
which they have been charged are in any 
wise improper. A vast amount of general 
education is needed. This the members of 
the Ethics Committee are striving to do by 
preparing opinions upon questions actually 
presented by members of our bar, and by 
the publication and distribution of them 
at frequent intervals. I trust that at some 
future date we may be able to publish a 
complete and well-indexed volume contain- 
ing the Canons of Ethics and authoritative 
opinions covering the entire field of pro- 
fessional conduct, and that a copy of this 


book may be presented to each member of 
the bar to be constantly at hand for counsel 
and guidance. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL 
EDUCATION 


This committee has also held numerous 
meetings and has already accomplished 
work of outstanding character. It has con- 
ducted three surveys. First it has ascer- 
tained that there are in Los Angeles county 
some 2,000 young men and women study- 
ing law with the hope of admission to 
practice. This is an appalling number. Re- 
cently, with the assistance of over 200 vol- 
unteer committeemen, I conducted a can- 
vass for the State Bar Commission and 
discovered 4,608 persons in Los Angeles 
county entitled to practice law. I repeat 
a statement which I made recently for 
publication, to-wit, 

“The community cannot afford to sup- 
port any such horde of attorneys. No 
more than one half the number is needed. 
There is not enough legitimate business 
to go around and it is little wonder that 
those who are inadequately supplied with 
clients are, through stress of circum- 
stances, tempted to indulge in sharp prac- 
tice and over-reaching of their clients, 
if not worse. There are a considerable 
number who have entered the practice 
of the law ill-prepared. They cannot make 
a legitimate living. This state of affairs 
has convinced practically the entire bar 
that we must do something to raise the 
standards of admission. In addition to 
those admitted by examination, are large 
numbers who are coming here from 
other states, many of whom have no 
knowledge whatever of our codes, our 
local laws or our rules of practice, and 
a few of whom have left their former 
residences after sundown, to the great 
relief of the courts of their former domi- 
ciles.” 

That this number of lawyers is to be 
added to not only by importation but from 
the ranks of thousands of local law stu- 
dents is a matter for grave consideration. 
An investigation of law schools conducted 
by this committee revealed the fact that 
there is but one school in Los Angeles 
county which meets the requirements of the 
American Bar Association. Another school 
contemplates meeting these requirements in 
the near future. It was discovered that 
Los Angeles city was maintaining what 
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purported to be a law college in_conjunc- 
tion with its Polytechnic High School, in 
which there were over seven hundred stu- 
dents, a great majority of whom were woe- 
fully lacking in preliminary education. 
There were apparently no educational re- 
quirements for admission of consequence. 
We are informed that as a result of the 
activities of our committee, the scope of 
this so-called school of law has been very 
materially limited and that no pretense is 
now made of giving complete law courses 
leading to admission to practice. 


Another inquiry conducted by the Com- 
mittee on Legal Education was in the nature 
of an elaborate questionnaire sent out to 
all members of our Association and contain- 
ing a long list of subjects with a request 
to designate which ones, in the opinion of 
the member, should be considered as pre- 
requisite to the study of law. They were 
also asked to designate the number of se- 
mester hours to be devoted to each of the 
subjects named. This questionnaire received 
the most earnest and careful consideration 
by the bar and it is gratifying to note that 
hundreds of replies have been received. 
We are awaiting with interest a digest and 
tabulation of these views. 

Lawyers, judges and the public are rapid- 
ly being forced to the inevitable conclusion 
that the very groundwork of the adminis- 
tration of justice is the intellectual and 
moral caliber of the legal profession and 
that we must immediately undertake the 
task of strengthening, reinforcing and re- 
building that essential foundation. 

Restrictions placed upon admissions by 
examination will not wholly meet the prob- 
lem which confronts us. Admission by 
motion also deserves attention. In my 
opinion no applicant should be admitted 
upon motion unless he shall have practiced 
law at least five years next preceding his 
admission and shall have presented creaen- 
tials showing that he has met all education- 
al prerequisites established by statute for 
admission by examination in California. In 
any event he should be given an examin- 
ation upon the subject of procedure. It is 
only a matter of common courtesy to the 
bench and bar of this state that a lawyer 
coming here from another state should fa- 
miliarize himself with the modes and meth- 
ods of practice as established by the laws 
of the state which is graciously nominating 
him an officer of its courts. 


JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 


The majority of the members of the Ju- 
diciary Committee are past presidents of 
the Bar Association. This committee is 
charged with the function of supervising 
plebiscites of the bar for recommendations 
in the election and appointment of judges 
and to consider matters presented to it af- 
fecting the judiciary. This committee num- 
bers among its members an ex-Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court and the heads of 
several of our leading law firms. All are 
very busy men but it is a matter for sin- 
cere congratulation to this Association that 
the Judiciary Committee has an outstand- 
ing record for prompt and full attendance. 
These men of large responsibilities realize 
the very heavy burden which rests upon 
those to whom the bar looks for leadership. 
I find it a difficult thing to express in 
words, but the most inspiring thing to the 
young members of the bar is the assurance 
that comes to them from the fact that men 
of three-score years and three-score years 
and ten, men by nature conservative and by 
experience rendered cautious, men who are 
the trusted counsellors in great and success- 
ful enterprises, gray-haired leaders ot vur 
profession upon the bench and at the bar, 
are marching in the vanguard of this great 
movement for reform. It is a most remark- 
able condition, this unanimity of desire on 
the part of lawyers to improve and perfect 
the administration of justice. 

I have a dear old friend whom I have 
known since childhood. I have always had 
a profound respect for his wisdom and 
have frequently sought his advice. For 
every perplexity he has offered me the 
same answer. He always studies awhile, 
gazes at me intently, and then says, “Time 
is a great factor.” Always it has been the 
same response—‘Time is a great factor.” 
My friend is not a lawyer and I have not 
consulted him about the work in which we 
are engaged, but I am sure that if I did 
I would receive the same appropriate and 
efficacious advice. With the minds of bench 
and bar intent upon reform, and led by 
such men as Chief Justice Taft, Elihu Root, 
Charles Evans Hughes and Professors 
Pound, Sunderland and Lewis, success is 
but a question of time, and, I think, a 
comparatively short time. 


JUDICIAL SELECTION— 
BAR PLEBISCITES 


The Judiciary Committee (or special 
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committee appointed for the purpose) is 
charged with the duty of conducting a 
vote of the members of the Association 
upon the relative qualifications of candi- 
dates for appointment or election to judicial 
office. Campaigns are conducted in behalf 
of the candidates thus endorsed. A strong 
position with the voters has been gradually 
built up. During the past 8 years, of 93 
judicial candidates approved by the Bar 
Association, 86 have been elected or ap- 
pointed. Last year 12 out of 13 so approved 
were elected. This year the 23 candidates 
approved by the Association were all elected 
at the polls. This year also 15 judges recom- 
mended by the vote of the bar were ap- 
pointed by the Governor. These gratifying 
results show a growing public confidence 
in the sincerity of the efforts of the bar to 
strengthen and elevate the bench. 
PUBLIC DEFENDERS LIST 

The Public Defender of Los Angeles 
county discharged the responsibility of not 
only defending impecunious citizens 
charged with crime but also that of render- 
ing assistance in civil matters to those who 
cannot afford to employ attorneys. The 
burdens upon this office were so great that 
the public defender several months ago re- 
quested the assistance of Los Angeles Bar 
Association. Approximately 50 members of 
the bar are designated by the Association 
as special assistants to the public defende:. 
Up to January 1, 1927, aid has been rend- 
ered to the public defender in 17,933 of 
such cases. 

LEGISLATION 

Legislation accomplished at the last ses- 
sion of the California legislature marks a 
record of outstanding achievements for Los 
Angeles Bar Association, without whose 
active aid none of these measures would 
have been possible. The passage of these 
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laws by the representatives of the people 
upon the recommendation of the legal pro- 
fession reveals a growing public confidence 
in the bar. 

The enactment which has received the 
widest attention throughout the country is 
that of the State Bar Act creating a self- 
governing bar. Many of our members par- 
ticipated actively in the campaign for this 
statute and the legislators from Los An- 
geles county were unanimous in the sup- 
port of this measure. Under the leadership 
of Chief Justice William H.* Waste, who 
has aptly characterized this law as “one 
of the most important steps in the history 
of the bar of this state,” and with the sym- 
pathy and support of the bench and bar 
of California, the State Bar Act will turn- 
ish a workable and effective means oi rais- 
ing the standards of the bar and of aiding 
the courts in the inauguration of important 
reforms in the administration of justice. 
Above all, this law, it is hoped, will create a 
truly democratic and fraternal spirit among 
members of the bar. The privilege of par- 
ticipation accorded every member of the 
bar will create a consciousness of individual 
responsibility for the future of the pro- 
fession. The intense interest in this meas- 
ure is indicated since registration began a 
few weeks ago, by hundreds of telephone 
calls and letters of inquiry which I have 
received. 

Another statute enacted by the last legis- 
lature through the active aid of Los An- 
geles Bar Association is that which sep- 
arates the candidacies of those who are 
aspirants to election or re-election to judi- 
cial office. In metropolitan communities 
this measure is of tremendous significance. 
The effect will be, as has already been 
demonstrated under a similar provision 
with respect to municipal courts, that a 
great many judges who have rendered 
satisfactory service on the bench will not 
be opposed for re-election and will be able 
to devote time to the work of the courts 
which otherwise would have been dissi- 
pated in an election contest. Opportunity 
is offered the bar and the public to make 
specific comparisons between the individ- 
ual incumbent and those who aspire to dis- 
place him. Under this system perpetual 
tenure is practically guaranteed to those 
who prove themselves able, courteous and 
conscientious on the bench. On the other 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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Loyola's New Service to the Bar 


Postgraduate course leading to the Begree I. B. 
1927 - 1928 


FIRST SEMESTER 


Seminar, Selected Subjects, Monday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Dr. W. Joseph Ford 
Legal Medicine, Tuesday, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Dr. Paul Bowers 
Admiralty, Tuesday, 8:00-9:00 p.m. 

Roman Law, Wednesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Judge Claire S. Tappaan 
Water Rights, Friday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Judge Davis 


SECOND SEMESTER 


Seminar, Selected Subjects, Monday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Dr. W. Joseph Ford 
International Law, Tuesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Judge Leon Yankwich 
Roman Law, Wednesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Judge Claire S. Tappaan 

Public Utilities, Friday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 


Tuition—$100.00 per semester 


For further particulars address 


THE REGISTRAR 


Loyola College 
1901 Venice Boulevard 


Phone BEacon 3347 
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Doings of the Committees 


OPINIONS BY COMMITTEE ON 
LEGAL ETHICS* 
W. JosePH Forp, Chairman 
GuRNEY E. NEWLIN' ‘THEODORE T. HULL 


Joun O'MELVENY Joun Bisy 





33. ADVERTISING—ANSWERS TO LEGAL 
QUESTIONS IN NEWSPAPER. 


The following statement was furnished 
to the Committee: 

John Smith is a lawyer regularly ad- 
mitted to the practice of law in all courts 
in the State of Califgrnia and a member 
of the Bar Association. He has a client 
who is the editor, owner and sole pro- 
prietor of a newspaper which is pub- 
lished in a certain community. His client 
requests him as attorney to run what he 
calls a legal column weekly in his news- 
paper. His client suggests that the legal 
column be headed by the following: 

“John Smith, attorney at law, offices 
ER eS Pe , Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, has consented to answer through 
the columns of this paper any and all 
legal questions free, of charge, provided 
the question does not involve matters 
which should not appear in public print 
or of too much length to be printed, and 
in that event he will answer same if you 
will mail him a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

“This paper assumes no responsibilty 
as to the correctness of the answers given 
by the above attorney, or liability as to 
the opinions rendered through the col- 
umns of this paper or direct.” 

The Committee was asked to express its 
opinion as to whether a reputable attorney, 
endeavoring to practice law from the high- 
est ethical standpoint, could agree with his 
client to assist him as above outlined, and 
also whether such course would be con- 
strued as unethical advertising. 


The essential dignity ot the profession 
requires that the solicitation of professionai 
of the Canons of Ethics disapproves all 
employment should be avoided. Canon 27 
forms of solicitation as unprofessional, and 
specifically states that “Solicitation of busi- 
ness by circulars, advertisements, or by per- 
sonal communications or interviews, not 
warranted by personal relations, is un- 
professional.” 

The use of the name of the attorney, to- 
gether with the statement of the location 
of his office, is, in our opinion, at least an 
indirect solicitation of business by adver- 
tisement. Moreover, answering inquiries re- 
specting the legal rights of the inquirers in 
this manner could not but tend to diminish 
the sense of responsibility of the lawyer to 
the inquirers with whom he does not sus- 
tain any personal relation, and introduces 
an intermediary who furnishes the pro- 
fessional service. 

Such a course of conduct has been held 
to be improper and unethical by the Com- 
mittee on Professional Ethics of the New 
York County Lawyers’ Association, in its 
opinion in response to Question No. 203, 
and has been disapprover by a decision of 
the General Council of the Bar of England 
in which it is stated: _ 

“Tt is contrary to professional etiquette 
for a barrister to answer legal questions 
in newspaper or periodicals whether for 
a salary or at ordinary literary remuner- 
ation, 


“First: | Where his name is directly 
or indirectly disclosed or liable to be dis- 
closed; or . 

“Second: Where the questions an- 


swered have reference to concrete cases 

which have actually arisen or are likely 

to arise for practical decision.” 

(An. St. 1908-9, p. 23.) 

In the opinion of the Committee, the 
course outlined in the statement is unethical 
and improper. 





*Epitor’s Note: Our readers will recall that in the Annual Edition of the BULLETIN, 
(March 3, 1927), all of the previous decisions of the Committee on Legal Ethics were 
collected. During the present year, our Committee has been quite active. Beginning with 
this issue it is our purpose to publish all opinions by this Committee. Members of the As- 
sociation are urged to avail themselves of the services of this Committee with reference to 
questions of professional decorum. 
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The Southern California Law Review 


The Southern California Law Review 
will soon make its appearance, according 
to Dean Justin Miller of the Law School 
of the University of Southern California. 
The first number will be issued, it is plan- 
ned, in November of this year; subsequent 
numbers in January, March, May and July. 

Each number of the Review will contain 
leading articles, comments on recent cases, 
and reviews of new books of interest to the 
bar. Apart from its particular emphasis on 
the law of California the Southern Cali- 
fornia Law Review will be modeled, as to 
form and contents, on the older law jour- 
nals. The Harvard Law Review, prototype 
of the many law reviews now published in 
this country, first appeared in 1887. The 
Columbia Law Review, the Yale Journat, 
and the Michigan Law Review soon fol- 
lowed. In 1912 the School of Jurisprud- 
ence of the University of California, at 
Berkeley, began publishing the California 
Law Review. For many years the bar has 
valued the impartial, scholarly studies and 
the critical analyses of decisions which the 
reviews have printed. Many a brief is in- 
debted to them. Judges, too, have come to 
rely upon and to cite the reviews. In his 
notable book, “The Growth of the Law,” 
Chief Judge Cardozo of the New York 
Court of Appeals says: 

“Judges have at last awakened, or at 
all events a number of them not wholly 
negligible, to the treasures buried in the 
law reviews.” p. 14. 

The Review will be edited by the faculty 
and students of the Law School of the 
University of Southern California. The 
student board of editors will comprise the 
men and women of highest standing in 
the second and third year classes. For the 
first year, John B. Bertero will act as stu- 
dent editor-in-chief, and John W. Eagle 
and David S. Shattuck as associate student 
editors-in-chief. 

The faculty now includes six full-time 
instructors. Professors Paul W. Jones, 


William E. Burby and Glenn E. Whitney, 
have been joined by Professors Justin 
Miller, Orville P. Cockerill and Douglas 
B. Maggs. Professor Miller, the Dean of 


the Law School, has taught in the Law 
Schools of the Universities of Oregon, 
Minnesota and California, and at Stanford 
University in the summer session. He is 
Chairman of the Section on Criminal Law 
and Criminology of the American Bar 
Association; member of the Local Council 
of the American Bar Association for the 
State of California; Adviser on Criminal 
Procedure, American Law Institute; Secre- 
tary, Advisory Committee on Crime of the 
Social Science Research Council; Chair- 
man, Committee on Survey of Crime, Crim- 
inal Law and Criminal Procedure of the 
Association of American Law Schools; 
was formerly secretary of the Minnesota 
Crime Commission and at one time District 
Attorney of Kings County, California. 
Dean Miller has just been appointed by 
Gov. Young, a member of the newly cre- 
ated California Crime Commission. 

Professor Cockerill, Dean of the Law 
School of the University of North Dakota, 
comes to the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia as visiting professor for the year 
1927-28. Dean Cockerill has practiced in 
Columbus, Ohio, and in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, and before going to North Dakota 
taught in the Law Schools of the Univers- 
ity of Washington and Idaho, of which 
latter school he was dean. 

Professor Maggs, formerly of the School 
of Jurisprudence of the University of Cali- 
fornia and former Editor-in-Chief of the 
California Law Review, will act as Editor- 
in-Chief, and Professor Whitney as Man- 
ager of the Southern California Law Re- 
view. 

The BULLETIN welcomes the Southern 
California Law Review. It should be a 
matter of great satisfaction to the bar that 
a Law Review is to be published in Los 
Angeles. To the Law School of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, the only 
law school in Southern California meeting 
the high standards set by the Association 
of American Law Schools and the American 
Bar Association for the rating of “Class A 
Law School”—one of the three such law 
schools in the state—congratulations for its 
enterprising spirit and best wishes for the 
success of its undertaking. 
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THE FACULTY AND STUDENTS 


OF THE 


SCHOOL OF LAW 


University of Southern California 


ANNOUNCE THE PUBLICATION IN NOVEMBER OF 
THE FIRST NUMBER OF THE 


Southern California Lam Review 


SUBSEQUENT NUMBERS WILL APPEAR IN JANUARY, MARCH, 
MAY AND JULY OF EACH YEAR 


“Judges have at last awakened, or at all events a num- 
ber of them not wholly negligible, to the treasures 
buried in the law reviews.’—CHIEF JUDGE CoRDOZzA 
of the New York Court of Appeals in the ‘Growth of 
the Law,’ p. 14. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


University of Southern California, 
Southern California Law Review, 
3660 University Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California. 


Enclosed find . IE DOP ccs titsciveenes years 
subscription to the Law Review. 





One Year $3.00 
Two Years $6.00 a ES OTT e DoT AN ate SET Ieee 
Single Numbers $.75 
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Title Insurance and Trust Company 


CAPITAL AND SURPLUS 
$9,000,000.00 


WILLIAM H. ALLEN, JR., President 
STUART O'MELVENY, First Vice President 
O. P. CLARK, Secretary 


California’s largest title insurance company. 


Issues Policies of Title Insurance and Guarantees, 
handles escrows and acts in all trust capacities, 
and insures the validity of Bond Issues. 


The Company also issues Policies of Title Insurance 
and Guarantees and handles escrows on property 
in the counties of San Diego, Ventura, Kern, Tu- 
lare, Riverside and Santa Barbara. 


Orders for Policies and Guarantees to be issued in 
these counties can be placed if desired with the 
main office at Fifth and Spring Streets. 


TITLE INSURANCE AND TRUST COMPANY 
Title Insurance Building 
Fifth and Spring Streets 
Los Angeles 
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OFFICIAL BULLETIN 
Los Angeles County Civil Service Commission 
1007 Hall of Records—Los Angeles, Calif. 


The Civil Service Commission of the County of Los 
Angeles will hold the following examination at the times 
and place indicated below, application to be made on Form 
200, which will be sent on request. The application must 
be made out according to instructions contained therein, 
and should be filed with the Commission, Room 1007 Hall 
of Records, Los Angeles, California, as indicated below. 

Applicants MUST, at date of filing applications, be CITI- 
ZENS of the UNITED STATES and RESIDENTS of the 
State of CALIFORNIA for AT LEAST ONE YEAR, unless 
otherwise stated, 

Applicants 65 years of age or over will not be considered 
for entry into the County service, and unless otherwise 
stated, preference will be given to those persons under 60 
years of age. 

Successful candidates before appointment will be required 
to pass a satisfactory MEDICAL EXAMINATION by the 
Commission’s physiciar. 

All salary quotations are in accordance with Ord. 1482 
(N. S.) as amended, and subject to the restrictions therein 
set forth, including the deduction and setting aside for a 
retirement fund of $4.00 per month for each employee, 
and the return of same with interest on separation from the 
service. 

FILE YOUR APPLICATION AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 
In case of a tie in ae rating, priority in filing determines 
priority on the lis' 

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY—Ranks I! and Ill 
Open Competitive Examination 
Rank Itl—Items 7-12, Class. 8102a and b 
Rank lil—litems 4 and 6, Class. $103a and b 
Last Day for Filing a yy October 31, 


5 
Written Examination, = ‘war amend November 
5, 1927, 8:30 A 
Personal rh. on Metitsation 
Room 1007 Hall of Records, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Eligible lists are desired from which appointments may 
be made as necessary. 
SALARY: Rank II: Range from $225 to $350 per month, 
according to the position. 
Rank Iil: Range from $375 to $425 per month, 
according to the position. 

DUTIES: Rank II: To perform and supervise all legal work 
in connection with Justice, Municipal, or Superior 
Court cases, from the drawing of the information to 
the handling of proceedings on appeal which may in- 
volve the direction of the work of other deputies, 


assist other deputies in library reference work and to 

perform other legal work as required. 

Rank Iil: To perform or supervise all legal work in 

connection with the most difficult cases in the office, 

to act as legal advisor to other deputies and to handle 
appeals and special proceedings in appellate courts. 
REQUIREMENTS 
AGE: Rank li—25 to 35 years of age 
Rank IlI—28 to 50 years of age. 

EDUCATION: Ranks I! and I!l—fFull legal education 
and admission to practice law in all the courts in 
California. 

EXPERIENCE: Rank |!l—One year of successful legal 
experience in California courts, within the last 
three years, except that this will be waived for 
candidates having both a BA. and a LLB. or a 

JD. degree from recognized Schools of Law. 

Rank [il—In addition to the requirements of Rank II, 
must have had at least three years of active 
successful experience in courts of record within 
the last six years, one year of which must have 
been in the handling of criminal cases in Cali- 
fornia courts. 

GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS: All candidates must be 
familiar with the Constitution, the Penal Code, 
the General Laws (penal in their nature) of the 
State of California, the Charter of the County 
of Los Angeles, the principles of Common Law 
relative to criminal procedure and evidence, and 
with the duties and obligations of the office of 
District Attorney, and before appointment must 
be electors ot the county of Los Angeles. 

SCOPE OF EXAMINATIONS 
Relative Weights 


Rank Rank 
Il Il 
1. Written Examination for Rank II only. 4 
2. Practical Demonstration ............ to Se 
3. General Qualifications, Experience and 


Education, verified by interview, law quiz 
GRE SUES i 5k CM 6d sn kctnene 6 5 


eee 10 10 
NOTE: For Rank III candidates the Commission proposes 
to simulate portions of a court trial, in which candi- 
dates will be asked to participate, unless their trial 
experience in California Courts is well known to and 
satisfies the Examining Board. 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, 
CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT 
OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912. 


Of The Bar Association Bulletin published semi-monthly 
at Los Angeles, California, for October 1, 1927. 
State of California, County of Los Angeles, ss. 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
county aforesaid, personally appeared Chas. L. Nichols, who, 
having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and 
says that he is the Editor of the Bar Association Bulletin 


and that the following is, t» the best of his knowledge, 


and belief, a true statement of the ownership, management 
(and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., of the afore- 
said publication for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, embodied in sec- 
tion 411, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the 
teverse of this form, to wit: 

1, That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, 
managing editor, and business managers are: 
Publisher Los Angeles Bar Association, 687 I. W. Hellman 
Bldg., Los Angeles, California. Editor Chas. L. Nichols, 
585 Title Insurance Bldg., Los Angeles, California. Asso- 
ciate Editor R. H. Purdue, 535 Title Insurance Bldg., Los 
Angeles, California. Business Managers 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its 
name and address must be stated and also immediately 
thereunder the names and addresses of stockholders owning 
or holding one per cent or more of total amount of stock. 
If not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of 
the individual owners must be given. If owned by a firm, 
company, or other unincorporated concern, its name and 
address, as well as those of each individual member, must 
be given.) 
The Los Angeles Bar Association, an unincorporated asso- 
ciation, composed of members of the Los Angeles City and 
County Bar. Address: 687 I. W. Hellman Bldg., Los An- 





geles, California. 

8. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
(if there are none, so state.) None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the 
names of the owners, stockholders, and security holders, if 
any, contain not only the list of stockholders and security 
holders as they appear upon the books of the company but 
also, in cases where the stockholder or security holder ap- 
pears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the person or corpor- 
ation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; also that 
said two paragraphs contain statements embracing affiant’s 
full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and con- 
ditions under which stockholders and security holders who 
do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees, 
hold stock and securities in a capacity other than that of 
a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no réason to believe 
that any other person, association, or corporation has any 
interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other 
securities than as so stated by him 

5. That the average number of copies of each issue of 
this publication sold or distributed, through the mails or 
otherwise, to paid subscribers during the six months pre- 
ceding the date shown above is (This information 
is required from daily publications only.) 

(Signed) CHAS. L. NICHOLS 
(Signature of editor, publisher, business manager, or owner.) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3 day of October, 
1927 (Signed) ANNA BURZA 
(Notary Seal) (My commission expires March 18, 1930) 
Form 3526.—Ed. 1924 
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Case Notes 


INTERNATIONAL Law — CaLvo CLAUSE — 
Mixep CLarms CoMMISSION’S JURISDIC- 
TION Over CLAIMS OF UNITED STATES 
NATIONALS AGAINST MEXICAN GOVERN- 
MENT. 


A contract for dredging between the 
claimant, a Texas corporation, and the re- 
spondent, the Mexican government, con- 
tained the Calvo clause providing that the 
alien should be treated as a Mexican and 
be “consequently deprived of any rights 
as aliens and under no conditions shall the 
intervention of foreign diplomatic agents 
be permitted in any matter related to the 
contract.” Alleging entire failure of the 
Mexican government to perform, the 
United States presented the corporation’s 
claim before the General Claims Commis- 
sion formed under the United States-Mex- 
ican treaty of Sept. 8, 1923. There had 
been no prior resort to the Mexican courts 
on the part of the claimant corporation. 
Held, case dismissed: in spite of the pro- 
visions of Article V of the treaty stating 
that “no claim shall be disallowed * * * 
by the application of the general principle 
of international law that the legal remedies 
must be exhausted,” the Commission had 
no jurisdiction under the treaty over this 
claim in the absence of proof of resort to 
the local remedies in Mexico in accordance 
with the contract, or of a denial of justice. 
United States in behalf of North American 
Dredging Co. v. The United Mexican 
States, General Claims Com. docket No. 
1223 (1926). 

The Calvo clause involves different con- 
siderations depending upon whether the 
case is one of diplomatic interposition or 
of presentation before an arbitral tribunal 
created by the subsequent contract (treaty ) 
of the states involved. The latter consider- 
ation is the one applicable here and in the 
last analysis depends upon the jurisdiction 
which the contracting states have by treaty 
conferred upon the tribunal. Most inter- 
national claims commissions have not re- 
fused to assume jurisdiction over claims 
arising out of contracts in spite of the pres- 
ence in the contract of the Calvo clause. 
Thus jurisdiction has been assumed in the 
case of a confiscatory breach of contract 
involving the element of a tort (Rudloff v. 


Venezuela, Ralston and Doyle, Venezuelan 
Arbit. of 1903, 1904, 182, 1903; North & 
South American Construction Co. v. Chile, 
Moore, Internat. Arbit., 1898, 2318-2322, 
1892; Thurston v. Dominican Republic, 
1898, United States For. Rel. (274-291) 
and of an injustice not arising strictly from 
the contract (American Electric & Mfg. 
Co. v. Venezuela, 6 Moore, Internat. Law 
Dig., 1906, 305, 1903). In some cases juris- 
diction has been expressly assumed on the 
theory that the treaty creating the com- 
mission did not exclude such claims from 
the commission’s jurisdiction, (Rudloff v. 
Venezuela, supra). In others a treaty giv- 
ing general jurisdiction over disputes aris- 
ing out of contracts have been held to null- 
ify a citizen’s renunciation of his power to 
petition his government for diplomatic re- 
lief (1 Hyde, International Law, 1922, 552. 
See Hague Court Reports 5, Am. J. Inter- 
nat. Law, 1911, 230, 233; Dennis, The 
Orinoco Steamship Co. Case Before The 
Hague Tribunal, ibid. 34, 50, 51). Similar- 
ly, it has been held that the common law 
principle that no action will abate because 
of an executory agreement to settle the 
controversy elsewhere applies (Selwyn v. 
Venezuela, Ralston & Doyle, supra, 322, 
1903). Finally the clause has been inter- 
preted as leaving to the contracting govern- 
ment’s courts only questions of the inter- 
pretation of the terms of the contract (Rud- 
loff v. Venezuela, supra). The reason ad- 
vanced justifying interposition in spite of 
the clause has generally been thst the gov- 
ernment as an entity has itself been injured 
by injury to its national and its privilege 
to interpose for relief cannot be contracted 
away by its national (See Mr. Bayard tu 
Mr. Buck, Min. to Peru, 6 Moore, Internat. 
Law Dig., 1906, 294, 1888; Mr. Bayard to 
Mr. Straus, Min. to Turkey, 1888, 2 
United States for Rel., 1593). A few cases, 
on the other hand, because of the presence 
of the Calvo clause in a contract have de- 
nied the right to interposition (Flannigan, 
Bradley, Clark & Co. v. Venezuela, Moore, 
Internat. Arbit., 1898, 3454-3567, 1885; 
Turnbull v. Venezuela, Ralston & Doyle, 
supra, 200, 246, 1903) for the reason that 
the expression of the intent of the parties 
to abide by the system of justice stipulated 
could not be made “a chain for one party 
(Continued on Page 22) 
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Book Reviews 


By Harry GRAHAM BALTER of the Los Angeles Bar 
Lecturer in Law at the College of Law, Southwestern University 


CALIFORNIA CORPORATIONS FOR BUSINESS 
Men; Wilfried H. Hemmingway, F. I. 
C. A. (Vic.), A. C. 1. S. (Eng.), F. R.A. 
(N. Z.), formerly of the faculty in Ac- 
countancy, Business and Industrial Law, 
University of New Zealand; 1927; XVII 
and 520 pages; published by the Hem- 
mingway Accountancy Institute, Pacific 
Coast office, San Francisco. 

Mr. Hemmingway is a lawyer and an 
accountant of note. He has for some years, 
although only recently in California, con- 
ducted a special service for business men 
and corporation executives, in the nature 
of a post-graduate course of study of the 
problems growing out of corporate organ- 
ization, administration, finance, and _ re- 
organization. 

This is a second edition of California 
Corporations For Business Men. This lat- 
ter edition is produced principally for the 
purpose of embodying the latest changes in 
the corporation laws of this state, resulting 
from the amendments and additions made 
by the 1927 Legislature. 

The book is intended principally for busi- 
ness men—not to teach them corporation 
law so that they may solve their own legal 
problems without the aid of a lawyer—but 
to enable them to acquire an intelligible 
understanding of the important legal and 
financial principals underlying the success- 
ful management and conduct of the corpor- 
ation. 

The style of the volume is lucid and non- 
technical. Yet, the important questions that 
a corporation executive must understand 
are thoroughly treated. Not only are the 
usual matters of “Formation of a 
Corporation,” “By-Laws,” “Corporate Pow- 
ers,’ “Directors,” “Corporate Records,” 
“Corporate Stock,” “Transfer of Stock,” 
“Stockholders’ Rights” and “Remedies of 
Creditors,” etc., discussed; but the less 
understood matters, such as ‘““No-par Value 


Stock,” and “Stockholders’ Liability under 
California Law.” The Corporate Securities 
Act, State Taxation of Corporations, and 
Foreign Corporations are admirably well 
treated. 

The text is not burdened with lengthy 
references to decided cases, nor with re- 
peated references to foot notes. But the 
reader always feels that the statements 
made are backed by authority. They carry 
a note of accuracy and authority, whether 
the authority is actually stated or not. 

Especially helpful is the chapter on “No- 
Par Value Stock.”’ The latest additions to 
this growing body of California law on No- 
Par Value issues are given and discussed. 
The important recent California cases inter- 
preting various code sections and provisions 
of the California Constitution are also ably 
treated. 

A rather unique feature of the book is 
the practice of the author of adding a 
“note” here and there, throughout the text. 
The “notes” are in very informal style— 
more in the manner of an instructor point- 
ing out some fine distinction or interesting 
side-light to his students. 

For example, observe the style of this 
“note”: 

“Unlike other States, the California 
Courts would appear to exhibit a disin- 
clination to appoint receivers of corpor- 
ations. Even with insolvent corporations 
the Court generally leaves matters to the 
directors who, as we have seen, became 
trustees for the creditors and stockhold- 
ers. Yet receivership is often highly de- 
sirable and many a business has by this 
means been so nursed and carried to 
eventual success.” (Page 438.) 

This is really an excellent book and 
should receive a ready welcome from ali— 
whether lawyers or laymen—who desire to 
gain a thorough understanding of corporate 
matters. 





CASE NOTES 


(Continued from Page 21) 
and a screw press for the other’ (See 
Orinoco Steamship Co. v. Venezuela, 6 
Internat. Law Dig., 


1906, 305, 


Moore, 


1904). A distinction should properly be 
drawn between the effect of the Calvo 
clause on the contractual rights of the in- 
dividual and on the right of his govern- 
ment to bring international action for al- 
leged damage as in this case (Hyde, Con- 
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cerning Attempts by Contract to Restrict 
Interposition, 1927, 21 Am. J. Internat. 
Law 298). But in view of the express pro- 
vision of Article V of_the treaty already 
referred to, it would appear that in finding 
that it nevertheless lay in its discretion to 
refuse jurisdiction, the commission resorted 
to a rather strained construction of the 
terms of the treaty. However, the decision 
is sound in implying that mere breach of 
contract on the part of Mexico does not 
constitute a denial of justice (1 Hyde, In- 
ternational Law, 1922, 546). Such a rule 
involves a proper refusal to accept the all 
too common theory that Latin American 


courts are unable or unwilling to do justice 
and therefore need not be resorted to. It is 
believed that international good will would 
be best preserved by a strict adherence to 
this rule in all cases rather than to take 
the position at times advanced by the De- 
partment of State that in some cases a re- 
sort to the local courts may be presumed 
to be futile and therefore not a prerequisite 
to an international claim (See Mr. Fish, 
Secretary of State to Mr. Foster, 6 Moore, 
Internat. Law Dig., 1906, 678, 1873). 


27 Columbia Law Review 741, 
June, 1927. 





LOS ANGELES BAR 
ASSOCIATION 


(Continued from Page 12) 


hand, this statute provides an effective 
means of removing an incompetent judge. 

The Judicial Council and its work have 
had at all times the active sympathy and 
aid of the officers and members of Los 
Angeles Bar Association. Committees have 
met with the council from «me to time 
and during the last session of the legislature 
every encouragement was given to adequate 
financial provision for the work of the 
council. 

Los Angeles county, according to calcu- 
lations made by the State Comptroller in 
estimates based on percentage of taxable 
property and volume of court business, has 
approximately 42% of the population ot 
the state, or about 2,225,000 inhabitants. 
With 41% of all court business, the county 
had but 22% of the trial judges. The pop- 
ulation of the county had increased from 
1920 to 1926 inclusive, 152%. Trial cal- 
endars were fifteen months behind. To al- 
leviate this condition, Los Angeles Bar 
Association carried on a most intensive 
educational campaign, as a result of which 
the entire state was convinced of the ne- 
cessity of an increased number of judges, 
and, with the co-operation of Governor 
Young, 10 new judges were provided. 

It had become increasingly difficult, par- 
ticularly in the large centers of popula- 
tion where trial judges were numerous and 
the positions were not of relatively out- 
standing importance as in the smaller coun- 
ties, to secure men of requisite abilities to 
accept judicial appointments. Los Angeles 


— 


Bar Association practically assumed the 
burden of a campaign to substantially in- 
crease judicial salaries in the state. This 
campaign resulted in the granting by the 
present state administration of the largest 
increases in judicial salaries ever made at 
one time in the history of California. Judi- 
cial salaries are not yet upon a plane prop- 
erly demanded by the dignity of these im- 
portant offices, but a substantial advance 
has been made toward the ultimate goal. 

Progress was made, too, by the passage 
of legislation designed to correct some of 
the abuses in foreclosures of public im- 
provement liens. A committee composed 
of members who have had long experience 
in these matters has devoted a great deal 
of time in the preparation of amendments 
passed by the recent legislature and now 
has under consideration additional propos- 
als. Many other statutes were passed, the 
enactment of which was materially aided 
by committees and members of Los An- 
geles Bar Association. 

As president of the Association, [ made 
seven trips to Sacramento and was in at- 
tendance during a considerable portion of 
the legislative session. Many members and 
committees of Los Angeles Bar Association 
rendered valiant aid to this legislative pro- 
gram. Without the backing of our Asso- 
ciation, as such, these accumplishments 
would have been impossible. Leaving out 
of account the many other activities ot Los 
Angeles Bar Association, and on the basis 
of its 1927 legislative record alone, can 
there be any doubt that every reputable 
member of the bar is amply justified in 
contributing to the added effectiveness oi 
this organization by maintaining his mem- 
bership therein? 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

A committee of five passes upon appli- 
cations for membership. The attitude of 
the committee is a liberal one. It is felt 
that unless grave reasons exist for deny- 
ing admission it is far bette: that the in- 
fluence of the Association be extended to 
members of the profession through the 
close affiliation of bar association mem- 
bership. ; 

In response to a call for volunteers to 
conduct a canvass for the State Bar Com- 
mission, 237 members offered to visit every 
office in their respective buildings, or desig- 
nated portions of such buildings, and with- 
in a remarkable space of a few days 4608 
names were returned and tabulated. On the 
second call for volunteers, over 350 mem- 
bers agreed to solicit not to exceed eight 
designated non-members whose offices were 
conveniently located. This canvass is now 
under way and by authority of the Board 
of Trustees a special offer is made to ad- 
mit prospective members on a basis of 
$10.00 to cover all fees for the remainder 
of 1927 and for 1928—in other words, a 
remission of all 1927 dues. No dues are 
charged new members for the current 
year of their admission by examination to 
practice law. The following year the dues 
are but $5.00 for such members. 

Compared to professions such as those 
of engineering, medicine, dentistry, etc., 
lawyers contribute in annual dues to their 
professional organizations very meagerly in- 
deed, and there should be no objection to 
the maintenance of the present rates of 
state and county dues. With a growing 
professional self-respect and a new-found 
consciousness of accomplishment, members 
of the bar will not be lacking in their loyal- 
ty and their willingness to contribute to 
the upbuilding of their profession. 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

We are very grateful to the press for 
most vigorous assistance in reporting the 
activities of Los Angeles Bar Association 
and in interpreting its purposes to the pub- 
lic. Editors and publishers of Los Angeles 
daily papers have been uniformly open- 
minded and courteous to us, and as soon 
as they were convinced of the sincerity of 
the bar and the earnestness of its determin- 
ation to effect reforms, they have, without 
exception, lent the powerful aid of their 
public influence toward the desired ends. 

By the assistance of a volunteer com- 


————_ 


mittee of members of our organization, one 
committeeman assigned to each paper, x 
has only been necessary to forward the 
copy to the press and the same is given im- 
mediate and generous publication. Lack of 
co-operation by the newspapers so widely 
complained of in other places is, in my 
humble judgment, the fault of the bar and 
not of the press. Nothing is wholly black 
or wholly white. Ethical and social prob- 
lems present varying shades of gray. Lit 
erally, “there are two sides to every ques- 
tion.” It is not to be expected that officers 
of bar associations and leading lawyers can 
absent themselves year in and year out 
from newspaper offices, fail to communi- 
cate their ideals and purposes to editors and 
publishers and yet expect these gentlemen 
by some clairvoyant method to imbibe and 
promulgate the attitude of the bar. There 
should be a close communion between the 
bench, bar and public press. There has re- 
cently been general criticism concerning the 
nature of publicity given some of our 
judges. We cannot expect the newspapers 
to closely censor publicity inspired by 
judges. The remedy lies with the bench 
and bar. A reform will be welcomed by 
the publishers. 
COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 

It is not the policy of Los Angeles Bar 
Association to engage in any political prop- 
aganda which has nothing to do with the 
administration of the courts or with the 
practice of law. We are constantly being 
importuned to participate in such matters. 
Our organization represents all shades of 
political beliefs and we have adopted the 
uniform policy of minding our own busi- 
ness. We take the frank position that after 
we have cleaned our own house there will 
be time enough to engage in cleaning the 
houses of others. The result is, that we 
have eliminated mutual suspicions. We are 
able whole-heartedly to unite in our legis- 
lative efforts. This policy was likewise re- 
cently adopted by California Bar Associa- 
tion, resulting in material strengthening of 
the prestige of that organization through- 
out the state. Constitutional amendments 


or other legislation, therefore, that do not 
affect administration of justice, we give no 
attention to. Amendments, however, such 
as the proposed Constitutional Amendment 
providing for a revamping of the appellate 
courts, receive careful consideration both 
« before and after submission by the legisla- 
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ture. It is expected that our committee will 
give active aid in the campaign for the 
passage of this and any other approved 
amendments affecting judicial administra- 
tion which may be submitted at the next 
general election. 

BAR ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 

Los Angeles Bar Association BUL- 
LETIN is a publication unique in local bar 
association work in this country. So far 
as I know it is the only publication of its 
kind. It was instituted as a result of a 
recommendation made by a special com- 
mittee of the Board of Trustees two or 
three years ago, the purpose being to re- 
port to the members of the Association its 
various activities, to publish opinions in- 
volving ethical questions submitted to the 
Association for rulings, and as a medium 
of expression for those members desiring 
to make substantial and practical contribu- 
tions to current legal literature. The publi- 
cation, judging from the innumerable com- 
mendations received by letter and other- 
wise, has been a most pronounced success. 
Through the medium of the advertising 
pages, the BULLETIN is self-supporting. 
The advertising is passed upon by a special 
committee assigned to that task. In return 
for their financial support of this splendid 
feature of our work, we earnestly bespeak 
for our advertisers your patronage where 
the same can conveniently be accorded. The 
BULLETIN has also been found an ex- 
cellent medium through which to announce 
to the profession changes of address, form- 
ation and dissolution of partnerships and 
the like. This can be done at much less cost 
than by the old method of announcement 
cards sent through the mail. In the policies 
of the BULLETIN, the editors have, when 
necessary, the advice and counsel of the 
Bulletin Committee and the Board of 
Trustees. 
SPEAKERS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

COMMITTEE 

_ No material advancement can be made 
in the solution of our problems without 
the understanding, the confidence and the 
assistance of the public. To this end the 
aid of the press is not only necessary but 
humerous contacts also must be made with 
individuals and organizations that assume 
and exercise civic leadership in the com- 
munity. To this end, our Speakers and 
Organizations Committee, in collaboration 
with the Publicity Committee, is preparing 
a number of ten-minute talks setting forth 


the ideals of the bench and bar, their re- 
sponsibilities, and what bar associations are 
now doing to effect needed retorms. When 
these are completed and carefully reviewed 
and approved by a committee of the Board 
of Trustees, our Speakers and Organiza- 
tions Committee will systematically arrange 
speaking dates for its members before as 
many of the clubs and other organizations 
in Los Angeles county as possible. On 
this committee there are 86 members, all 
of whom are experienced platform speak- 
ers and who have kindly volunteered for 
this service. 

Through the generous offices of several 
of our members it is hoped also to secure 
the privilege of utilizing various radio 
broadcasting stations from time to time. 

We intend to inform the public with 
particularity as to the duties owing by an 
attorney to his client. The Canons of Eth- 
ics will be fully explained and it will be 
made clear just what laymen have a right 
to demand of lawyers. It will be pointed 
out that these rightful demands can be en- 
forced through the medium of the newly 
created State Bar. The most powerful 
agency in the world is public opinion. Too 
many people believe that deception and chi- 
canery are appropriate practices of our 
profession, and accept them as a matter of 
course. Reformation of the bench and bar 
will be greatly aided by a better public 
understanding. 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

I think it is unfortunate in any associa- 
tion for the president and governing board 
to assume all of the administrative and oth- 
er functions of the organization. By reason 
of their training, practically all lawyers are 
peculiarly well fitted to actively participate 
in the work to be done and my experience 
is that the great majority of our members 
are willing and anxious to assume their 
fair ratio of the burden. Bar associations 
are successful, in my opinion, just to the 
extent and just in proportion that duties, 
functions, privileges and responsibilities of 
the association are parceled out among the 
members. For this reason I appointed a 
Committee of Special Assignments, con- 
sisting of some 50 members, from whom 
are drawn from time to time temporary 
committees as special questions arise, in 
order that the duties of the regular stand- 
ing committees shall not be interfered with. 
This has worked out very succesfully. 
Space does not permit an enumeration 
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of the various emergency matters and spe- 
cial problems that have been referred tu 
this committee for solution. 


GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

The work of the Grievance Committee is 
fairly well known to the members. We have, 
however, initiated certain improvements in 
our practice which are of interest. We 
have as an auxiliary to the Grievance Com- 
mittee, a Committee of Examiners consist- 
ing of about 50 members. A complaint be 
fore the Grievance Committee takes the 
following routine: 

The secretary arranges for the complain- 
ant an immediate audience with one of the 
examiners, and the examiner from that 
time forward represents the complainant. 
If, in the opinion of the examiner, after 
interviewing the witnesses, the case 1s 
meritorious, a formal written complaint 
with supporting affidavits is prepared by 
the examiner and filed with the secretary. 
The chairman of the Grieveance Commit- 
tee, which consists of nine members and 
an equal number of special members or 
members pro tem, assigns the matter in 
rotation to one of the four departments 
(each department consisting of two regular 
members and one pro tem). A copy is 
served on the accused and the matter 1s 
regularly set for hearing by the chairman. 
After the hearing a written report is pre- 
pared in department and it «pproved by 
the entire committee sitting in bank it is 
forwarded to the Board of Trustees. Mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees are assigned 
to read the entire record, submitting a 
special report. If the Board approves the 
report of the Grievance Committee, an ap- 
propriate order is made which may take 
the form of dismissal, censure before the 
Board of Trustees, a petition for censure 
by the court, a complaint asking for suspen- 
sion or disbarment. All matters in which 
court action is sought are referred to a 
special prosecutor who represents the As- 
sociation. Under this new system disciplin- 
ary work is dispatched with a fair degree 
of promptness and efficiency. 

During the past three months, twelve 
complaints asking disbarment have been 
filed. Disbarment proceedings are only re- 
sorted to in cases of grave offenses, where 
public necessity would seem to require it 
or where past history of the accused 1s 
such that reformation is not to be expected. 
There are many, many complaints against 


oe 


lawyers. Some of these are the result of 
ignorance or carelessness of the accused, 
and some arise from the ignorance, mis- 
take or false charges of clients. We feel 
that it is just as much our duty to protect 
lawyers against false charges as it is to 
administer discipline for their derelictions, 
Where the offense is slight and results 
from ignorance or carelessness, and _ the 
past record of the accused will warrant it, 
it is our custom to have him appear before 
the Board of Trustees. Many a man has 
thus been made to see the error of his ways 
and has become and remained a respected 
member of the bar. The disciplining of 
fellow lawyers is not a pleasant task. | 


know of no man connected with it who 
has not been aged and saddened by his 
experience. 


COURT REPORTERS 

In a county the size of Los Angeles, 
where reporters are assigned to definite 
departments, the reporters in departments 
having litigation calling for a preparation 
of a large number of transcripts receive 
very generous stipends, whereas in other 
departments they are underpaid. One sug- 
gestion offered for consideration is the ap- 
pointment of a Director of Court Report- 
ers and monthly rotation in the depart- 
ments. In all cases where transcripts are 
required, the cost thereof is too heavy a 
burden upon litigation. There is some diff- 
culty too in securing the services of prop- 
erly qualified reporters. These and other 
problems are being considered by our com- 
mittee. In order to have the benefit of ex- 
perience elsewhere, a questionnaire has 
been sent to various cities throughout the 
United States. We expect in the near fu- 
ture a definite and valuable report with 
recommendations from this committee. 

COMMITTEE ON COURTS OF 

INFERIOR JURISDICTION 

This committee has had numerous meet- 
ings and has considered many questions 
incident to the organization and work of 
our recently created Municipal Court. The 
committee, which consists of several mu- 


‘nicipal court judges and members of the 


bar, will no doubt also consider at an early 
date the possibility of substituting a more 
acceptable method for the assignment of 
business than the present so-called “‘senior- 
ity rule” which, both in the municipal and 
superior courts, goes far toward neutraliz- 


ing and destroying the benefits of classifi- 


cation of court business. 
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FRATERNITY COMMITTEE 


In France, England and in other coun- 
tries where the standards of the bar are 
highest, there is a strong feeling of fratern- 
ity among the members of the bar. In this 
country, particularly in large cities, we 
suffer a material loss by the lack of mutual 
acquaintance. Many controversies would 
reach an amicable settlement if the attor- 
nevs knew and had confidence in each oth- 
er. Much labor incident to litigation would 
be avoided by frank agreements before- 
hand as to the issues. Having in mind that 
a beginning should be made in building up 
a feeling of cordiality and confidence 
among members of the bar, I appointed 
a Fraternity Committee, consisting of 26 
members. They have held several meetings 
and have had under consideration various 
plans of accomplishing the task alloted to 
them. The members of this committee have 
collaborated with the Committee on Meet- 
ings. At the meetings each wears a ribbon 
badge with the word “Fraternity” printed 
upon it. The fraternity members introduce 
lawyers to each other and not more than 
one member of this committee sits at any 
one table, the purpose being to see to it 
that everyone is made to feel welcome and 
that his acquaintance with other lawyers is 
extended as widely as the occasion will 
permit. When we finally secure a home for 
the Bar Association and the Bar Associa- 
tion building becomes a reality, the efforts 
of this committee will be greatly facilitated. 

ATTENDANCE COMMITTEE 

A great English divine opened a vigor- 
ous discourse with this pregnant comment, 
“Human nature is human nature, and just 
so long as human nature is human nature, 
human nature will be human nature.” Ky 
5:30 o’clock in the evening, lawyers are 
usually both tired and forgetful. I have 
little patience with the attitude of condem- 
nation for those who do not feel quite equal 
to attend a meeting of the Bar Association 
without encouragement. Sometimes we re- 
quire just a little reminder to enable us 
not to overlook the opportunity of listening 
to an excellent paper or address. Having 
in mind the sentient epigram of the rev- 
erend gentleman above quoted, an Attend- 
ance Committee, consisting of 100 members, 
is charged with the duty of calling by tele- 
phone upon the day of the meeting and 
of giving the members a final reminder of 
the event. Each member is given a perma- 


nent list of about 20 members and as a 
mater of routine the telephoning is usually 
done by the secretary or stenographer of 
the committeeman. This system has aided 
materially in securing attendance at the 
meetings of the Association. 

COMMITTEE ON SUBSTANTIVE 

LAW 

The Legislation Committee has to do 
with the actual passage of legislation which 
is advocated by the Association. The Sub- 
stantive Law Committee considers pro- 
posed legislation and, if it affects the ad- 
ministration of justice, recommendations 
are made to the Association as to the merits. 
A series of conferences between the Legis- 
lation Committee, Committee on Constitu- 
tional Law and the Substantive Law Com- 
mittee has been planned and will be held 
in the near future. Members of all of these 
committees were active in legislation passed 
at the recent session of the legislature. We 
are now ready to plan and outline for the 
future. Although there may be no session 
of the legislature next year, there are cer- 
tain proposed constitutional amendments as 
to which definite action will be taken. One 
of the difficulties encountered heretofore 
has been the failure to draft proposed meas- 
ures far enough in advance so that the pro- 
visions can be thoroughly scrutinized, stud- 
ied and debated. 

UNLAWFUL, PRACTICE 
OF THE LAW 

The practice of law by corporations and 
others not entitled to practice is the sub- 
ject of attention by a Committee on Un- 
lawful Practice of the Law. As a result 
of a vigorous state-wide campaign made a 
few years ago, little difficulty is now being 
experienced. The banks and trust com- 
panies have very largely given up the prac- 
tice of law and there are only sporadic 
cases of individual persons attempting to 
practice without a license. 

MEETINGS 

Attendance at our monthly meetings has 
ranged from 350 to 800. We have found 
by experience that members of the bar will 
not give up an evening to a Bar Associa- 
tion meeting merely in the hope of being 
amused. They will, however, gladly attend 
in the hope of being instructed. 

Important features of the programs 
since February are as follows: 


February meeting: Mr. Frank James, 
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paper, “The Law of Options”; Prof. Clair 
S. Tappaan, paper, “European Law Sys- 
tems.” Annual reports and installation of 
new officers. 

March meeting: Hon. Lewis R. Works, 
Presiding Justice District Court of Appeal, 
paper, “The Trial of Jesus.” Guests of 
honor were members of the clergy of all 
denominations and justices of the District 
Court of Appeal for the Second District. 

April meeting: Dean Rollin McNitt, ad- 
dress, “The Development of Police Power 
in Regard to Private Property.” Seven en- 
dorsed candidates for judge of Municipal 
Court were the guests of honor. Various 
civic leaders were also guests of the asso- 
ciation. 

May meeting: Dr. William Searle Holds- 
worth, Professor of English Law, Oxford 
University, address, “The Trial Scene in 
Pickwick—Its Importance as an Historical 
Document.” Guests of honor were the 
presidents of colleges and universities. 


June meeting: Governor C. C. Young, 
address, “Recently Enacted Legislation of 
Interest and Benefit to the Legal Profes- 
sion”; Mr. Thomas C. Ridgeway, President 
California Bar Association, comments on 
“Increase in Judicial Salaries’; Mr. Al- 
fred L. Bartlett, “Separation of Judicial 
Candidacies”; Mr. W. Joseph Ford, Dean 
of Loyola College of Law, “Judicial Coun- 
cil”; and Tom Mix, “Lawyers.” Guests 
of honor were the editors and publishers 
of Los Angeles daily papers, members of 
the legislature, members of Board of Super- 
visors, and others. 

July meeting: Dean Roscoe Pound, ad- 
dress, “The Rehabilitation of Lord Brax- 
field.” Special guests were justices of the 
District Court of Appeal, deans of local 
law colleges and other educators. 

August: vacation. 


September: Chief Justice William H. 
Waste, “The Importance and Future Out- 
look of the New State Bar”; M. Pierre 
Lepaulle, “Self-Governing Bar of France” ; 
Madame Lepaulle, “Women at the Bar of 
France”; Dean Justin Miller, “Brief Re- 
port of American Bar Association Conven- 
tion”; Hon. Silas H. Strawn, “Greetings 
from American Bar Association.” Guests 
of honor were justices of California Su- 
preme Court, newly appointed judges of 
Superior and Municipal Courts and mem- 
bers of State Bar Commission. 


-————__ 


October meeting: William Green, Presi- 
dent American Federation of Labor, ad- 
dress, “Legal Remedies in Industrial Con- 
troversies.” Guests of honor, officers of 
American Federation of Labor, United 
States District Court Judges Henning, Me- 
Cormick and James, and presidents of lo- 
cal bar associations. 


Mr. Strawn, President of American Bar 
Association, Dean Pound and various dis- 
tinguished visitors from other states have 
told us that such attendance as ours at bar 
association meetings is unprecedented, and 
they have uniformly asked how it has been 
possible. It has been possible because mem- 
bers of the bar have an interest in what 
Los Angeles Bar Association is doing. | 
feel that we are on the right road and 
traveling in the right direction. When every 
member of the bar shall have been inspired 
to recognize the grave responsibilities of his 
calling and to make his own individual con- 
tribution to the upbuilding of his profes- 
sion, the goal of final success will have 
been attained. 


May I in conclusion quote the language 
of the revered leader of the American Bar, 
Hon. Elihu Root: 


“To the students of the law, there come 
from Hortensius and Cicero, and Male- 
sherbes and De Seze, and Erskine and 
Adams, great traditions and _ ethical 
ideals and lofty conceptions of the honor 
and dignity of the profession, of courage 
and loyalty for the maintenance of the 
law and the liberty that it guards. It is 
to a Bar inspired by those traditions, im- 
bued with this spirit, not commercialized, 
not playing a sordid game, not cunning 
and subtle and technical or seeking un- 
fair advantage—a Bar jealous of the 
honor of the profession and proud of 
its high calling for the mainteanace of 
justice—that we must look for the effec- 
tive administration of the law. 


“* * * Here is at hand an insti- 
tution for the public service of the pro- 
fession of the law. To enlarge its mem- 
bership, to improve its procedure, to in- 
crease its scope and efficiency, to 
strengthen its authority and its appeal in 
the real life of our time—these are steps 
by which the lawyers * * may rise 
to the high level of patriotic duty and 
a dignity of service worthy of a true 
American Bar.” 




















sti- 
rO- 


to 
| in 
eps 
rise 
and 
rue 


THE BAR ASSOCIATION BULLETIN Page 29 













LEI LTT 


Y i 


ces 
fawipe 


ant? TITLES 
ESCROWS 
TRUSTS 


REGISTRAR FOR 
CORPORATE STOCKS 























fintel Alexandria 


Fifth and Spring Streets 


Centrally Located for 
Visiting Lawyers 


Official Meeting Place of Los Angeles Bar Association 











Page 30 THE BAR ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 





\| 


Storage of Legal Records 


Fireproof Locked Rooms 


Accessible at all Times Convenience Economy 


A number of lawyers have taken this opportunity to save 
valuable office space 


For further information call BEacon 0513 
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MONTGOMERY’S 


Manual of Federal Jurisdiction and Procedure 
with Forms 


IN A NEW EDITION 
The last word on Procedure in the Federal Courts under the 
New United States Code, including Criminal Procedure, Suits 
at Law and in Equity on Appeal. 
Especially Good on Removal of Causes 
COMPACT—YET SUFFICIENT 
FORMS! FORMS! FORMS! Enough and to the Point 

ONE LARGE FLEXIBLE VOLUME - - - Price $15.00 


Published and for sale by 


Bancroft-Whitney Company 


137 No. Broadway 200 McAllister Street 
LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO 
“Service by Telephone” - - WVAndike 9096 
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121 North Broadway 
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Publishes the Official Court Calendars 
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WE OFFER AT EXCEPTIONALLY LOW 
PRICES A LIMITED QUANTITY OF 
PRINTED ENGRAVED HAND*COLORED 


CHRISTMAS CARDS — 


THE SELECTION IS VARIED 
THE QUALITY IS THE BEST 


WHY WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE? 
ORDER NOW! 


A telephone call will bring our sample book 


PARKER, STONE & BAIRD | 


COMPANY 


Law Printers + Engravers 
Phone TRinity 5206 241 East Fourth Street 








